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(C) DESTINY isascientific thriller wrapped around a human drama about a very smart
female psychologis who'smade it to the age of 40 without forming a single loving human
relationship. It'sthe story of the love she findsfor a damaged child, the transformation that love
works in her -- and the fierce battle she wages to save the child who first saved her.

(C©)  How did psychologig Alexis Patton make it o far in life without sumbling upon love?

(C)  Shell tell you it's because her work consumes her -- the search for the genetic causes of
mental illness in hopes, one day, of finding a cure.

(K)  What she wont tell you ishow her interest in mental illness began. Her mother fought
frequent bouts of depression and schizophrenia. Her father had hoped that having a child would
somehow lift hiswife back to health. It didnt work. And Alex still carriesthe burden of that
failure.

(K)  She'sgrown into adriven researcher who buries herself in her work so deeply that she
doesn't have time to think about the needs of her own heart.

(K)  All of thisbrings Alex to an unforgettable meeting where our film begins:

Act One

(C)  Alexiswith Christopher Towne, the most incredibly gifted human being she's ever met.
The genius of Stephen Hawking. The athleticism of Deon Sanders. The charm and good looks
of Mel Gibson. You'd like him. But don't get too close because he's got one little flaw: he'sa
brutal, jam-a-screwdriver-in-your-ear serial killer. That's why he'son Death Row, scheduled to
die at midnight tonight.

(K)  Alex questions Towne about his childhood.

(K)  Towneisnt interested in answering Alex's questions. He wants her to talk about her
theory. It'satheory that has stirred up incredible controversy. Alex believes that the aggression
of serial killersis caused by a particular combination of 13 genes. People who have these genes
kill. Those who dont dont.
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(K)  Towneloves her theory because if she'sright, the killingisnt hisfault. Andhis
execution tonight isunjust. Alex tells him his execution is an absolute necessity. It'sthe only
way he can be stopped. He smiles and tellsher he's not dead yet.

(C)  Thisguy's scary -- even chained to his chair with guards on either side -- but he doesn't
scare Alex. Shemovesin to draw avial of blood. But as she withdraws the needle, Towne jerks
violently and topples his chair over on top of Alex, taking her to the floor. The guardstear him
away. All Alex cares about, though, isthe vial of Towne's blood that has fallen to the cell floor.
She reaches out and dlipsit in her pocket.

(C©)  Alex rushes back to her lab to meet with her research partner. Dr. William McKenzie.
He knows more than anyone alive about human genetics. And like many of the world's top
geneticigs, he's been itching for a good reason to attempt a human cloning. He wants a Nobel
Prize more than anything in this world and hell do whatever it takes to get it.

(C)  Alexiscounting on McKenzie's reckless ambition. Because she needs his help on an
incredible experiment. She's going to clone Christopher Towne.

(C)  Outrageous? It'sasimple equation. Christopher Towne minus Alex's combination of
thirteen genes equals everybody's ideal man. Smart. Athletic. Gorgeous.

(K)  Starting with the DNA of amonster, Alex isgoing to create just the opposite, a perfect
little boy. And open the door to aworld of curesfor genetic disease.

(C©)  ForMcKenzie, if it works, it's his Nobel Prize, guaranteed. And if it doesn't, he's not too
proud to bury his mistakes.

(C)  Workingin absolute secrecy, McKenzie prepares the embryo, clipping out the genes
responsible for Towne's aggression and cloning all the genius, athleticism and charm that
remain.

(K)  But Alex needs awoman to carry the baby. Someone she can trust to keep her secret.
Someone she can control.

(K)  Thereisonly one choice. Alex must carry the baby herself.

(K)  Her colleagues are shocked when Alex announces her pregnancy. They don't know
anything about the experiment. They can't imagine this cold, aloof researcher as a mother.

(K)  Asthe pregnancy progresses, Alex prepares a room for the baby. Just the necessities. It
looks more like a neonatal hospital room than a baby's bedroom.

(K)  Thenthebaby'sborn. A perfect, flawless boy. But something happens to Alex she didn't
expect. Shetakesthe slimy newborn in her arms and is overwhelmed by the beauty and
innocence of thistiny human being. And shecries. And her tearsinfuriate her. She doesn't
want to feel what she'sfeeling.

(K)  Over thefirst weeks of her baby's life, this cold woman fights her increasing attachment
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to this child as she finds herself sitting and staring at his miniature fingernails. Smelling his
sweet breath. Climbing out of bed in the middle of the night to make sure he's still breathing.
Anyone but Alex would recognize what's happening here: she'sfallingin love.

(C) Thendisaster. A competing research team publishes a study that suggests Alex and
McKenzie have identified the wrong set of genes. Their research shows that another cluster of
genes gives rise to murderous aggression. And those genes are still in the baby. Alex and
McKenzie may have bred akiller.

(C)  Theyargueviolently. McKenzietells Alex what will happen if news of the botched
experiment ever gets out. Their beloved science of genetic engineering will go in the toilet. Not
to mention their careers. They have no choice but to terminate the experiment.

(K)  Terminate the experiment? Kill the baby? Alex knowsthe data says the baby is doomed.
But there's a new voice talking now. Her heart. She vows to redeem thistiny son she's named
Patrick.

Act Two

(C)  Terrified of what McKenzie might do, Alex refusesto let the baby out of her sght. Until
the day she leaves him for just a moment in the care of alab receptionist and returnsto find him
gone. Sheracesto McKenzie's office only to find him comforting the crying baby. Patrick
calmsin hisarms and McKenzie hands him back to Alex, apparently unharmed. The whole
encounter profoundly unsettles Alex.

(K)  Alexworks to learn everything she can about the childhood of Christopher Towne. She's
gotten ahold of old home movies of Towneasa child. Shewatches nine-year-old Towne's
extreme devotion to hismother. But also hearshim ask unsettling questions. Like why isit
wrong to kill? Who says so? And why should we believe them?

(C) Baby Patrick develops ahigh fever. Aninfection that responds to no antibiotic. Blood
testsindicate his liver is being attacked by something that looks awhole lot like the hepatitis
virus. But stronger.

(K)  Alexfightslike amother bear, cdling every colleague she knows. Her passion to save
her dying son is contagious. They pull out all the stops, they use experimental drugs, and dowly
Patrick gets better.

(C)  Butdoctors from the CDC in Atlantawant to talk to Alex. It appears to them that
Patrick's virusis amutation, asif tailor-made to resist the body's immune sysem. They know
Alex worksin genetic research. Isit possible the baby was infected by something created in her
lab? Any chance there was an accidental needle stick?

(K)  Alex pulls Patrick's medical file and is surprised to find an unsigned consent form for a
vaccination she knows nothing about. The receptionist says she put it there the day McKenzie
took Patrick back to his office to give him hisfirst set of shots. Alex knew nothing about any
shots. She flashes back on M cKenzie holding her crying baby and in that instant she knows. He
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redly did it. McKenzietried to kill her baby.

(K)  Alexracesto Patrick's bedside. What can she do? Go to the police and tell her story?
Patrick will end up on the front page of the Enquirer. She's got to get him out of this hospital.

(C©)  Shemakesit asfar asthe parking garage. Then McKenzie shows up. And as he
approaches, so reasonable, so concerned, Alex panics, bangs down the door locks, gets the
minivan in gear and rockets forward. A clean getaway. Then she hears the back hatch pop open.
Sees McKenzie climbing in. Toward her baby. Alex checks Patrick's seat belt. Grabsthe
wheel. And swervesinto aparked car. Onimpact, McKenzie's thrown forward through the
windshield, dazed but aive, and Alex is on her feet with Patrick in her arms, running into the
night.

(K)  And now Alex lives with her baby in hiding. Reading every book written about the art of
parenting. It's not an art that comes naturally to her. She hasto study and mimic the mothers
she seesin the park just to learn to talk baby talk to her child.

(C©)  Andjust as she's settling into her new life as a small-town mother, her picture appears
with Patrick's in the junk mail on one of those missng children flyers. She's described as an
emotionally unstable mother on the run with a sick baby in need of medical care. And suddenly
the local sheriff's knocking on her front door and she has to grab Patrick and run again.

(K)  Alex continuesto pore over Towne's home movies. Searching for any clue that might
help her. And she finds that when he was nine years old, Towne was befriended by ateacher.
Alex triesto track that teacher down. And learnsthat he was killed many yearsago in a
suspicious hunting accident. An accident that may have involved young Christopher Towne.
Alex comesto believe that Towne first killed at nine years of age.

(K)  Andnow theraceisreally on. Because Patrick has grown into a nine-year-old boy. The
perfect twin of the boy in the old home movies. A prodigy. The smartes kid any of his schools
has ever seen. The gpple of hismother'seye.

(C)  Meanwhile, McKenzie's career has skyrocketed. He's sarted a genetic research firm
that's made him amillionaire. But he knows that somewhere out there atime bomb is ticking
that will oneday bring him down. And so he searches relentlessly.

(C)  Alex and Patrick stay on the move. And even as a nine-year-old Patrick asks questions
Alex hasheard before. Questionslike why isit wrong tokill? Who says so? And why should
we believe them? An eerie echo from Towne's home movies.

(C)  And when he bloodies another boy's nose and Alex gets called to the principal's office,
she doesn't know what to think. Was this just a normal playground fight... or hasthe violence
begun?

(K)  When Patrick iswith Alex, he's affectionate and loves to draw her picturesand tell her
she'shis pretend girl friend. There could be no more devoted son.
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(C)  But Alex hasto wonder if thisisaparallel of Towne's devotion to his mother. And she
noti cesthat his favorite part of the newspaper is the obituaries, which hereads religioudy.

(©  And whenthey happen upon aterrible car accident, Patrick watches placidly as Alex
worksto help theinjured. And sheturns around just in timeto see him dip hisfinger in the
victim'sblood... and raise it to hislips.

(K)  Patrick's fascination with death terrifies Alex. And he hates that. Because the last thing
he wants isto displease his mother. But no matter how hard he triesthis fascination is
something he can't understand or control.

(C)  Then Patrick developsahigh fever that won't respond to medication. All the symptoms
he had as ababy. Like other virusesthat lie dormant for years before showing themselves,
Patrick's virus has come back -- with avengeance. Hisliver isbeing destroyed. Without areal
cure -- soon -- he'sgoing to die.

(C)  Alex'stactics have to change.
Act Three

(C)  Overthe years, McKenzie's aggressive experimentation has paid off. He's about to
realize the dream of hislifetime. He's this year's front runner for the Nobel Prize in medicine.

(C©)  Thenabizarrefax arrivesin hisoffice. It'san article clipped from today's Boston Globe
describing the experiment that led to the birth of Patrick. It tells about McKenzie's attempts to
kill the boy. And it reports that in Stockholm, his Nobel nomination has been withdrawn.

(C©)  Panicked, McKenzie pagesthrough his newspaper only to discover that no such article
appears. Thefax issome kind of hoax.

(K)  Thenhisphonerings. It's Alex with an ultimatum. H€ll tell her how to beat the virus --
or she'll tell the world about their little secret. McKenzie admitsacure exists. But Alex and the
boy will have to meet with him to get it.

(K)  Alex knows better than to bring Patrick to McKenzie. Shell hide Patrick and meet
McKenzie alone. But Patrick refuses to cooperate. He wont hide again until she tells him the
truth about hispast. Who is hisfather and why do they have to live on the run?

(K)  Uptill now, Alex hastried to save Patrick by controlling everything around him. Now
she has to do something new and terrifying. Trust him with the truth. She reluctantly tells him
how he was born -- as the result of afailed experiment, the clone of akiller.

(K)  Thenewsdevastates Patrick. Who is hethen? Her son? A lab specimen? Or a monster?
No wonder thisferocious battle has raged inside him dl of hislife. It's more than he can
comprehend. Patrick disappears.

(K)  Alex can't find him anywhere and her timeisup. To have any hope of saving Patrick,
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she has to leave and meet with McKenzie.

(C)  McKenzieis furious when he sees that Alex hascome alone. He refusesto talk to her
unless she produces Patrick. Alex refusesto do that -- and bluffs that if she doesn't return
tonight with a cure,, Patrick will fax their sory to the Boston Globe. And to Stockholm.

(C)  McKenzie counters with news that there is no cure. Pushes her out of his car. She stands
in the road, devagated, not knowing what to do next. McKenzie knows. He putshis car in gear
and runs her down.

(C)  Doesntkill her. Jus hurts her. And then throws her in the back seat and drives her to
the hospital. In the emergency room, Alex has had enough. She startstalking. Telling the story
of the secret experiment and of McKenzie's attempts on the life of her son. Doctors gather and
listen with great interest. And having heard her story pull McKenzie aside and confide that his
former colleague is even sicker than he'd prepared them to believe. Lost in paranoid delusions.
Poor woman. They commit her for observation in the psych ward. Exactly as McKenzie
planned.

(C)  Hemakessure the media gets wind of thissensational story, trusting that Patrick will
hear. And come.

(K)  Patrick doeshear. And he doescome. Weak and sick. And when he sneaks into the
hospital and learns that Alex isin psychiatric lock-up, he starts afire that forces the evacuation
of thepsychward. It give Alex and Patrick the chancethey need to dip awvay.

(K) Alex hasonefinal desperate plan. It's late and she leads Patrick to McKenzi€'s office,
just off hisdark and deserted lab. She draws on her long hi story with McKenzie to dig through
his filesand ultimately uncovers asingle critical notation: like many viruses that cant survivein
sunlight or apart from moisture, thisvirusis designed to die in the presence of high doses of the
simplest thing: plain old Vitamin C. They have their cure.

(K)  But they still have to get across and out of the lab. Before they can make it, McKenzie
arrives and locks the lab doors. And finally they are faceto face: creature and creator.

(C)  McKenzie intendsto terminate the experiment right here whereit began. And he's
through playing around with viruses. Thistime he has a gun.

(C)  Because of her injuries, Alex can only watch as Patrick and McKenzie galk one another
through the dark 1ab.

(C)  McKenzie cranks open the natural gas valves located at each lab table as he goes, filling
the air with deadly fumes. He'sagood hunter. Patrick's better. He was bred for it. He getsthe
gun. Turnsit on McKenzie. And has the chance to end the hunt and save himself.

(K)  Alex seeswhat's happening and begs Patrick not to shoot. Not to become thekiller she's
fought so hard to prevent. She reminds him who heis. Not a specimen. Not a monster. Her
son. A human being with the power to choose. It's a desperate cry from a mother's heart.
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(C)  Buttheragingkiller in Patrick has been awakened and wars against everything Alex has
invested in him. And as he holds the gun on McKenzie, it comes down to this. atrembling,
confused nine-year-old boy has to choose. What will he do? Who will he become?

(C)  Patrick backs McKenzieinto his office. Slides the glass door closed. Leans close and
puts the gun against McKenzie's head.

(C©)  Alex'sworld hangsin the baance as Patrick makes his choice --

(C©)  --and grabsthe doctor's keys. Backs out of the office. And throws the gun from himself
with al hismight. It skitters acrossthe floor to the farthest corner of the lab.

(C)  Andnow Alex and Patrick race to the far lab door and struggle to unlock it. Thegasisso
thick it's amost overwhelming.

(C)  McKenziewon't accept defeat. He breaksthrough the glass and heads for the gun. He
getsthere just as Alex and Patrick get the door open. Andin alast, reckless attempt to stop their
escape he firesawild shot -- igniting the gas in afireball that consumes the |ab.

(K)  Sometime later, somewhere far away, Alex and Patrick are mending. Whilein
Stockholm the late Dr. William McKenzie's research team is awarded the Nobel Prizein
medicine. And for the first time ever, Alex has something new for herself and her son: hope.
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